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Overview:

At its 12-28-09 meeting the BPPC voted to initiate the discussion of locating an alternate short
course “immediately”. Atits 1-19-10 meeting the City Council voted to allocate funding for the
placement of disc golf targets in local parks in lieu of continuing the interim management of the
highway 32 short course. That decision allowed for the removal of the highway 32 short course
for up to two years, or permanently if an alternative location could be found and placed into use
within 2 years.

This document is being submitted by the Chico Outsiders to contribute to that effort. It is our view
that an alternative to the highway 32 short course can be arrived at by building on sites already
approved for disc golf use.

The potential to do that exists due to the placement of practice targets in local parks as well as
the historic discussion at both the BPPC and City Council regarding alternate short course sites.
The criteria for site selection included...

Use pre-approved sites

Ensure sites are within biking distance of residential areas

Do not use neighborhood parks

Select sites with parking and restrooms

Ensure installations are large enough to simulate “course” play

Building On Practice Target Locations:

6 local parks have been selected as sites for practice targets. Of these 6 sites 4 are
neighborhood parks, which are not appropriate destinations for city-wide recreation. However 2
sites are “community” parks which are appropriate destinations for city-wide recreation. These
parks are Community Park and Wildwood Park. Adding 3 targets to each site (bringing the total
for each site to 6) provides 2-6 hole courses.

These courses would not be equipped with tee pads. Simple sighage might suggest a direction
of play, but these sites would for the most part be enhanced practice sites. The cost per park is
estimated at $1,950, or $3,900 for both sites.

Later in this document satellite images show these parks with proposed target locations.

Using the Caper Acres Site:

The Caper Acres site was previously approved for disc golf by the BPPC and the City Council (4-
21-09). In April of 2009 the Chico Outsiders also sent a document to the GSD Dennis Beardsley
detailing our opinion of the Caper Acres site as a replacement for the short course (that document
is attached at the end of this proposal).

It was our opinion that the Caper Acres site was appropriate for 6 disc golf “holes”, but more
would be difficult to safely locate at the site. The site has a lot of positive aspects for disc golf
use, but due to the surrounding uses disc golf would be constrained to an area much smaller than
its estimated 11 acre size.

The material cost to build this site is ~$4,900. That price includes concrete tee pads, disc golf
targets, and minimal signage. This assumes volunteer labor and a contribution of mulch by the
city.



Summary:

Adding 12 targets to those already approved as part of the proposition 40 proposal can be used
to create the 18 hole alternative short course. This is accomplished by directing the use to three
6 hole installations in community parks.

It is also possible that the costs associated with creating this particular short course alternative
could be funded by a portion of the $52,000 of proposition 40 money allocated to disc golf.

Target Placements to Create Alternative Short Course

Park

Targets installed as part of
proposition 40 proposal

Targets installed to replace
highway 32 short course

Community Park

3

3

Wildwood Park 3 3
Caper Acres site 0 6
Total Targets 6 12

Caper Acres:

The Caper Acres site is bounded on three sides by heavily used paths and on the fourth side by a
popular, but fenced, playground. Play must be directed away from the periphery of the site, and
at the same time disc golf holes cannot cross one-another. The site’s use is also constrained by
large amounts of blackberry and poison oak.

The site shows evidence of vagrant use which would be less likely if regular recreational traffic
existed. There are also opportunities to practice invasive vegetation control as the site is
constructed and put to use. Since this site does not have turf, it would require concrete tee pads.
The pads installed could be similar to those installed at the Sherwood Forest course. These were
shortened to prevent hard throwing. Essentially the pads were designed to allow players to take
a single step before throwing.

The site has some very scenic areas, with good shade, and would work well for a small disc golf
installation.
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Community Park:
Red targets are proposed as part of Council approved proposition 40 target placements. Blue
targets are additional placements used part of the short course replacement.
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Wildwood Park:
Red targets are proposed as part of Council approved proposition 40 target placements. Blue
targets are additional placements used part of the short course replacement.



Document provided to city GSD Dennis Beardsley Apri | 2009
Chico Outsiders — Review of Caper Acres disc golf s ite

On January 6" the City Council passed a motion to relocate the highway 32 disc golf short
course, and subsequently tasked the BPPC to provide a recommendation for a new site location.
The BPPC selected a site behind Caper Acres as their primary choice. The Chico Outsiders are
providing this document as a review of the adequacy of the Caper Acres site for disc golf.

Highway 32 Short Course — The highway 32 short course gets extensive use and can
accommodate as many as 720 rounds of disc golf per day (18 holes x 5 players per hole x 8
rounds per day; a 9-hole course can accommodate 360 players per day at full capacity). The 32
short course is estimated to exceed 400 rounds per day on a regular basis with the majority of
play occurring in Spring and Fall. The course is used by families, high school, and college
students. It is also a field trip destination for Junior High Schools, at risk youth groups, and
college classes.

Site statistics —

Number of holes - 18

Average disc golf hole length - ~200-250’
Longest hole - ~400’

Shortest hole - ~120’

Sherwood Forest — This site was built as a partnership between the Chico Outsiders and CARD.
The project was undertaken because CARD wanted to provide disc golf recreation but did not
have property capable of providing adult play. The Sherwood Forest course is designed for short
game play and would be challenging to people just taking up the sport or children 13 and under.
This site does not have concrete tee pads but did incorporate a picnic area and a variety of
artistic and creative components.

Site statistics —
Cost ~ $23,000
Studies - $11,000
CARD - $5,000 (CARD purchased the targets)
Private funding - $6,700 (includes $1,000 for free discs for children)
Total planning / construction time — 9 months
Total construction time — 6 weeks (all volunteer labor)
Number of holes - 9
Average disc golf hole length - ~100’-150’
Longest hole - ~250’
Shortest hole - ~85’

Caper Acres site — This site is bounded on three sides by heavily used paths and on the fourth
side by a heavily used playground.

The highway 32 site has a mix of challenging holes. The average hole distance is 250’ which
includes some buffer around the target for throwing past it. The area of use at a disc golf hole
can be described as kite shaped. Short course fairways at highway 32 reach a width of 50" at
their broadest point. Allowing for a 100’ breadth prevents the overlapping of fairways and
improves safety. This diversity of length of play will not be available at Caper Acres, although
some more technical play (more difficult short throws) could occur.

Aligning the site to include safety buffers along the perimeter, recognizing that portions of the site
will be unavailable for environmental reasons, and directing play toward the interior of the site will
also limit the number of disc golf holes that may be placed there. As a site catering to existing
short course users you could probably locate 6-9 holes at Caper Acres.



Summary — The Caper Acres site is not a replacement for the highway 32 short course. It could
be a component of a replacement (one of multiple smaller sites). However, as a component the
smaller footprint (6 holes) should be considered as most appropriate. It does provide some
technical play opportunities as well as provide other opportunities for disc golfers (nearby
swimming and picnic sites) that do not exist at highway 32.

Disc Golf Cost —

The General Services Department estimated the cost of the Caper Acres site as roughly $4,500 /
hole. With a public / private partnership the cost can be reduced to something closer to $700 /
hole. The cost reduction occurs with the public purchase of materials (targets / signage) and
volunteers constructing and installing the components.



