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NIERSAVIN [SHERWOOD FOREST EXPANSION]

On June 18", 2010 Outside Recreation Advocacy, Inc. (hereafter referred to as
Chico Outsiders) signed an operating agreement with the City of Chico to build
and maintain Peregrine Point disc golf course in Bidwell Park. As part of that
agreement the City of Chico was required to locate a site(s) to replace the ‘short
course’ located off of highway 32.

The city has identified a potential site adjacent to Hooker Oak Recreation Area in
Bidwell Park. This site was approved for disc golf use by the Bidwell Park and
Playground Commission after looking at nearly a dozen site options. No
environmental review has been completed, and no approval has been received
from state agencies that have claim to this property. It is not possible to build on
the selected site at this time. Until environmental review is completed the site
cannot be used for disc golf.

The existing short course in Bidwell Park was removed in September of 2010 by
the Chico Outsiders. However, the operating agreement states that the short
course may remain in place and used until May 2014 or until a replacement site
has been located and the replacement course built. This operating agreement
was signed by the City Manager and City Attorney and approved by the Bidwell
Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) and City Council.

The Chico Outsiders would like to identify a plan that allows the short course to
be replaced before May 2014. In order to move the discussion forward we are
completing a rough course design and budget. The course design cannot be
more firmly defined without the completlon of environmental review, approval of
outside agencies, and some
input from the Chico Area
Recreation and Parks District
(CARD).

Since the site selected by the ‘
BPPC is directly adjacent to - gﬁeﬂnoo&%ﬁm@t :
an existing disc golf site - | A =°u5:=_= :
(Sherwood Forest) we R
propose that the two sites be
connected, creating the
potential to expand the
Sherwood Forest disc golf
course to 18 holes.

l|Page



NIERSAVIN [SHERWOOD FOREST EXPANSION]

The proposed site selected by the BPPC is adjacent to Hooker Oak Recreation
Area in Bidwell Park. The Hooker Oak Recreation Area is currently under long
term lease to CARD. The site resides in an unused area of the park between a
levy and a seasonal water over-flow path (Lindo Channel).

The area would technically be considered part of Middle Bidwell Park which is
home to a municipal golf course, several playgrounds, several softball/baseball
fields, 2 recreation areas, a community park, and an observatory. You can also
find a 9-hole beginner disc golf course (Sherwood Forest) and a 6-hole disc golf
practice area (Wildwood Park) in Middle Bidwell Park.
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The existing Sherwood Forest course has proven to be a popular destination for
disc golf and has existing parking and restrooms. The site is within biking
distance for much of the community. During wet weather closures of the
Peregrine Point site (adjacent to the existing short course) Sherwood Forest sees
increased use.

Because of its popularity Sherwood Forest is often full and requires wait periods
in order to play. Expanding Sherwood Forest to 18-holes would create greater
recreation opportunities for more people and increase the capacity of the site
from 45 to 90 people per hour. Utilizing the site approved for disc golf by the
BPPC but not connecting it to the flow of play at Sherwood Forest would prevent
the efficient use of this site for disc golf.
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Two options for expanding Sherwood Forest have been provided. A third option
just installs what the BPPC has approved, with no changes to the Sherwood
Forest course. All optional layouts are subject to change since the city of Chico
has not performed environmental review of the site or gained approval from
outside agencies that have an interest in the site the BPPC selected.

Budget:

The Chico Outsiders now have extensive experience installing disc golf

components in Chico. The pricing for these installations is based on that

experience and should be achievable.

Layouts 1,2
Item Number [Cost each Total
tee pad 4'x6'x4" 10 $ 150 | $ 1,500
target (reuse existing practice target) 9 $ 450 | $ 4,050
hole markers 10 $ 50 | $ 500
out-of-bounds markers 10 $ 50 | $ 500
out-of-bounds fencing (linear feet) 500 $ 3|9 1,500
irrigation material 1 $ 500 | $ 500
steps for lewy 16 $ 25| % 400
misc. 1 $ 500 | $ 500
total $ 9,450
Layout 3
Item Number [Cost each [Total
tee pad 4'x6'x4" 6 $ 150 | $ 900
target (reuse existing practice target) 5 $ 450 | $ 2,250
hole markers 6 $ 50 | $ 300
step for levy 8 $ 25| % 200
misc. 1 $ 500 | $ 500
total $ 4,150

Staging: Sherwood Forest was installed over a period of time. For example, the
course was used for a year-and-a-half before tee-pads were installed. The
expansion area/changes could be installed over time to minimize the cash flow
impact on the Chico Outsiders. Spending $2,000-$3,000 annually on this project

would have it completed in 4-5 years.

Staged Construction

Description

Cost

Year 1- Installation of steps on lew and hole markers. Tone pole
targets and rock lined tee areas used in expansion area. Installation of
2 disc golf targets.

$

1,900

Year 2- Installation of native planting area out-of-bounds markers, $ 2,600
fencing, and irrigation system
Year 3- Tee pads installed. 1 disc golf target installed. $ 2,050
2,900
Year 4- Installation of 6 disc golf targets $ '
total |$ 9,450
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Layout 1: This is the preferred option of the Chico Outsiders. The area approved for disc golf receives 8 target locations.
An additional tee pad would be installed in the existing Sherwood Forest site, and the putting practice target would be
moved to provide the 18" target location.

Access and egress to the expansion area would occur on the east side of the levy adjacent to the path currently existing
on the east side Sherwood Forest. Both levy paths could be reinforced with concrete block steps to eliminate erosion
from foot traffic. Additionally a native plant area could be installed in the Sherwood Forest and drip line irrigation routed to
create a blue oak nursery that is one possible mitigation requirement of the Peregrine Point operating agreement.
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Layout 2: The area approved for disc golf receives 6 target locations. An additional tee pad would be installed in the
existing Sherwood Forest site, and the practice target would be moved to provide the 18" target location. Two more disc
golf holes would be installed in the Hooker Oak Recreation Area. Access to the expansion area would occur on the east
side of the levy adjacent to the path currently existing on the east side Sherwood Forest. Egress would occur near hole-
13 where the levy is much flatter. A native plant area could be installed in the Sherwood Forest and drip line irrigation
routed to create a blue oak nursery that is one possible mitigation requirement of the Peregrine Point operating
agreement. This option would require approval from CARD for the additional holes, and possibly additional environmental
review. It would also have greater impact on other park users and make completion of the 18-hole course less fluid.
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Layout 3: This is the least expensive option to implement. It leaves the Sherwood Forest course and the expansion area
as two separate disc golf elements. This option fails to incorporate the public desire for a complete 18-hole beginner
course, but allows CARD and the city to treat these two facilities as separate installations. This is the least desirable

option.
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The Peregrine Point operating agreement suggests one method of mitigating recreational impact on blue oaks is to plant
replacement blue oaks. The operating agreement specifies the financial commitment for this mitigation would be shared

by the city of Chico and the site operator.

It also suggests using irrigation for young trees and that the mitigation site

should be located at unused portions of Peregrine Point. In reality, there is no prospect of setting up a reliable irrigation

system that far out of town. Selecting a mitigation site closer to water sources would make sense.

In early spring of 2010 the Chico Outsiders and CARD planted a test area of native plants between fairways of the
Sherwood Forest site. There plantings have had some success with no plants being directly impacted by foot traffic. Grey
Pines were the most successful of plants tested, but it seems that the area could be a successful nursery if drip line
irrigation could be installed and used during summer months. CARD has nearby irrigation that could be tapped into, and

a shallow trench could be used to
run a 20PSI PVC irrigation line out
to this area. Connecting to a city
owned water supply line could be
more expensive and would require
a separate control system.

Snake rail fencing could be
installed and an out-of-bounds area
put into play. The initial cost
estimate includes $500 for
irrigation material and $1500 for
snake rail fencing (160'x60’
rectangle). Over time the nursery
could be expanded west.
Eventually the center of Sherwood
Forest could be reforested with
native plants.
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The short course located off of highway 32 has been used for disc golf since the
late 1980’s. In 1994 the BPPC approved its continued use until an alternate site
could be located, and later approved its continued use until environmental review
could be completed. In 2000 the

City Council approved the site for

disc golf pending environmental

review. In 2009 the City Council

approved the site for disc golf

with mitigations. And in 2010 the

City Council approved use of the

site for disc golf with or without

mitigations until May 2014.

The Chico Outsiders

removed/and stored the short

course tone-pole targets in

September of 2010. This was

done to allow the site to recover from use and as a unilateral gesture of our
commitment to relocating the site out of Upper Bidwell Park. However, the effort
to find an alternate short course seems to have stalled at the city level.

The short course was used for more than 20 years. The 2000-2010 decade saw
a dramatic increase in the popularity of disc golf in our town and nationally. A
survey done for the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan showed that as many
people were disc golfing in Upper Bidwell Park as mountain biking.

In the photos that follow the
fairways the disc golf holes on
the short course are shown as
they were in May of 2005.
They received an additional
5.25 years of constant, all-
weather, use after these photos
were taken. The level of use
received from 2005-2010 was
the most significant that the site
had received ever. The bottom
photos show each fairway in
June 2011 after just 9 months
of non-use. Most tee pad and
target locations are still distinguishable, but the majority have significant
vegetation growth occurring.
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Opponents of disc golf use at the site had claimed that professional restoration

efforts would be required to return the site to surrounding conditions. At times it

was stated that 50,000 years’ worth of soil damage had occurred. These claims

were wildly inaccurate. After 9 months of non-use the fairways have nearly
disappeared and many of the tee
and pin areas are becoming
covered with vegetation. Within
a year or two it will be very hard
to locate areas previously used
for disc golf.

In December of 2010 the Chico
Outsiders did some restoration
work on holes 1 through 4. We
scored the surface of hard soil
and deposited native seeds/
straw on worn areas. The areas
restored do not look any more
recovered than areas left to naturally regrow.

The short course site has unapproved trails that lead across the site to a cliff
area and a mountain bike trail running across the old hole #17 fairway. These
are the only areas showing erosion. There is little, if any, indication that wet
weather erosion occurred after 20 years of disc golf use. Tee pad expansion due
to puddles in the tee area did occur. However these depressions are relatively
small and not specifically caused by wet weather use.

It's worthwhile to recall that
wet weather restrictions
were implemented to
prevent tee pad area
expansion that occurred
when people wanted to
avoid throwing from puddles.
With concrete tee pads this
problem does not exist.

There are no indications that
20 years of wet weather use
has any impact on the
fairways or their ability to
recover quickly from use.
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